During a four-week visit to East Timor in August 2001, an opportunity arose in which to make some direct field observations of den site utilisation by P. orientalis. This occurred when the author was able to accompany Fataluku hunters on traditional hunting forays into a large patch of remnant monsoon rainforest in the vicinity of Tutuala in Lautem District at the far-eastern tip of East Timor.
Located in the Lesser Sunda Archipelago of eastern Indonesia, Timor is a 500 km long and up to 100 km wide mountainous island. The western half forms the Indonesian Province of West Timor, while the eastern half of the island is the newly independent nation of East Timor. Mount Mutis in West Timor reaches 2,430 m and Mt. Tata Mailau in East Timor attains 2,963 m. Due to a combination of climate, anthropogenic fire, grazing by introduced ungulates and clearing for agriculture, large parts of the island are characterised by savanna and open woodland habitats, however, significant areas of monsoon rainforest remain at the far-eastern tip of the island and on the southern coast, while substantial patches of Eucalytus urophylla dominated forest and some small remnant patches of montane rainforest are found in the mountainous interior.
Though exhibiting biogeographic influences from both Asia and Australo-Papua (Monk et al. 1997) , the only recorded marsupial in Timor is P. o. orientalis, the same subspecies as found in the Moluccas and New Guinea (Flannery 1994 (Flannery , 1995a (Flannery , 1995b . Archaeological excavations and ethnozoological / zoogeographic evidence indicate that it was probably introduced to Timor by prehistoric human agency in the middle Holocene (Glover 1986; Heinsohn 1998b Heinsohn , 2003 Heinsohn , 2004a . In Timor the cuscus has an ethnozoological role similar to that of the rabbit in Australia and is extensively hunted for subsistence and cash, with carcasses often appearing at roadside markets. Compared with the smaller 1.0 to 2.5 kg subspecies P. o. breviceps of the Bismarck Archipelago and Solomon Islands (Flannery 1994 (Flannery , 1995b Heinsohn 1998a Heinsohn , 2000 Timor is relatively large, with an adult male captured by Fataluku hunters weighing 4.05 kg (Table 1) , and some animals in the eastern Indonesian islands exceeding 4.5 kg (Macdonald et al. 1993; Flannery 1994 Flannery , 1995b .
Local villagers reported that P. orientalis can be found in any substantially forested areas from coastal monsoon rainforest and gallery forest to remnant montane rainforest and E. urophylla dominated forest on high mountains; but was most common in the larger denser areas of monsoon rainforest that occur at the far-eastern tip of the island and on the southern coast. In such forests, introduced trees such as the tamarind (Tamarindus indica) are now a common naturalised element and probably provide additional foliage, fruit and shelter for P. orientalis.
Though capable of existing, and even thriving in the absence of tree hollows (Heinsohn 1998a), the results (Table 1 ) and anecdotal information from hunters, support the postulation that tree hollows are the preferred den site of P. orientalis. In terms of ecological niche, this differentiates P. orientalis from another widespread nocturnal lowland phalangerid, the common spotted cuscus (Spilocuscus maculatus), not found in Timor, which appears to have a preference for sleeping at favoured sites amidst canopy foliage and may even manipulate foliage to create a temporary drey (Winter and Leung 1995; Heinsohn 2002b Heinsohn , 2004b .
Utilisation of tree hollows may account for the ability of P. orientalis to occupy a wide altitudinal range when in relative competitive release on high oceanic islands such as Seram, where the species has been recorded in montane forest just below the summit of 3,020 m high Mt. Binaiya (Macdonald et al. 1993) ; with high montane occurrences also reported in Timor (unpubl. ethnographic notes). It is postulated that the use of tree cavities may extend altitudinal range by providing energy-saving shelter, particularly during the diurnal rest period, from the extremes of orographic weather in cool wet cloud forests. This may account for its apparently greater altitudinal range, across its wide inter-island distribution, than that recorded for S. maculatus.
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